
PrEP SCALE UP IN VIETNAM, 



HIV Epidemic in Vietnam

As of 2024:
245,762 people currently living with HIV
116,004 people infected with HIV died (cumulative)
From 2021, sexual transmission accounts for over 80%;

New infection surveillance: age group 15-
29: 60%; 30-39: 27%; >39: 13%

New infections by age group

(Source: new infection surveillance data, 2023) 

New infection surveillance: 64% of MSM; 
32% heterosexual; 2% inject drugs
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National policy documents and guidelines on PrEP

• Amended Law on HIV/AIDS Prevention: PrEP as a harm reduction intervention to prevent HIV infection;
• National strategy to end AIDS by 2030: includes PrEP coverage target among MSM
• The Annual National HIV/AIDS Plan includes PrEP targets 
• National guidelines on PrEP implementation issued

Amended Law on 
HIV/AIDS 

Prevention

PrEP



The evolution of Vietnam’s PrEP program: 
expansion of PrEP services 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

3/2016

12/2016

9/2016 3/2017

6/2017 12/2017

National 

Technical 

Workshop on 

PrEP and 

dialogue with 

CBOs

MOH 

approved 

PrEP pilots

PrEP study 

tour to BKK 

(MOH, 

CBOs, 

private 

clinics)

PrEP first 

distributed in 

HCMC 

(PATH/Health

y Market 

project)

National 

PrEP  

launched

First PrEP 

guidelines 

approved

PrEP available 

in 11 provinces

Expanded 

PrEP 

coverage in 

27 PEPFAR, 

GF-funded 

provinces 

and Ben Tre

11/2018

National PrEP plan 

approved

10/ 2017

PrEP study 

(n=200) in 

HCMC 

(VinaPrEP, 

UNAIDS) 

Currently, there are 31 

provinces nationwide  

providing PrEP services.

2021 - 2024

PrEP in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh city



PrEP expansion (2017- 2024)

2 provinces (Hanoi 

and Ho Chi Minh city) 

8 facilities

11 provinces: PEPFAR

43 facilities

27 provinces: PEPFAR, 

Global Fund

131 facilities

29 provinces: PEPFAR, 

Global Fund, Non-Project 

support

210 facilities

Provinces implementing PrEP 

in 2019

Provinces implementing 

PrEP in 2017
Provinces implementing PrEP 

in 2020
Provinces implementing PrEP 

in 2022

Provinces implementing PrEP 

in 2024

31 provinces: PEPFAR, 

Global Fund

221 facilities

Hoang Sa

Truong Sa

Hoang Sa

Truong Sa



Differentiated PrEP service models

PrEP provided at 
public clinics

One Stop Shops (OSS) PrEP at pharmaciesMobile PrEP

PrEP provided at 
private clinics

Tele PrEP PrEP at Commune 
Health Stations (CHSs)



Mobile PrEP results

• 61 mobile trips

• Approached and supported 

501 clients to enroll in PrEP

• Integrated with other 

services: STIs, demand 

generation, HIV testing 

Mobile PrEP by Global Fund

• Location: Nghe An, Thai Binh, 

Nam Dinh, Soc Trang

• Supported to provinces 

without projects

• Approached and supported 

501 clients to enroll in PrEP

• 13 mobile trips

• Approached 210 PrEP clients

“PrEP on Wheels” and “PrEP at 
coffee shop” supported by US 

CDC/EPIC project

“PrEP Bus” by Glink clinic, 

supported by USAID/PATH



Integrated technology in PrEP 

service delivery

1) PrEP e-medical record:

- All data: Screening, testing, 
prescription, PrEP distribution

- Filter out duplicates, send 
appointment reminders 

2) PrEP client management
- Filter out duplicate clients
- Client referral
- M&E reporting, PrEP QUAL 
index
- Dashboard

3) PrEP drug management
- Reporting by fiscal year
- Drug import plan
- Client report
- Drug report
- Regulatory
- Stats report 

HMED application –PrEP Module



Social media networks

Dating platforms for LGBTQI+

Other social platforms

Chatbot

OCAs & peer 

influencers

Events

Clinics

(public & private)

CBOs

HIV testing, PrEP, nPEP, 

STI, ART, HCV, TB

Diversify content 
and methods of 
communication 

Ensure the availability of 
quality PrEP information 

and data and mobilize 
the participation of 

community organizations 
and celebrities

Integrate educational 
content on HIV/AIDS 

prevention with other 
related content

Demand generation strategy

Diversified media channels



Some pictures about PrEP communication



Treatment  =  Prevention
Prevention =  Treatment Reaching over 12 million views

Communication campaigns



Community PrEP led model 
(Lighthouse, The Moon, Glink, Venus…) 

• 13 mobile trips

• Approached 210 PrEP clients

Understanding and 
closely connect with 
community (always 

hear and always 
understood) 

KP centered services 
(directly optimizing 

customer experiences 
and feedbacks to 

improve service quality)

Differentiated activities 
in communication with 

KPs

Invite client to be 
volunteers for 

supporting spread 
service information and 

experiences



Enhancing PrEP service quality

• Issued guidelines to improve the 

quality of PrEP services, continuous 

quality improvement (CQI).

• Promptly guide service providers to 

handle emergency situations during 

the COVID-19 epidemic, ensuring 

that clients’ treatments are 

maintained without interruption.



PrEP uptake – PrEP client growth quarterly (from 2017 – 12/2024)
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Distribution of clients by service model, key population 
group, age & gender (1/1/2020 – 30/12/2024)

52.0%

48.0%

Public faclities Private facilities

Models
No. 

facilities
Proportion of 
PrEP sites (%)

Public facilities 170 77,6%

Private facilities 49 22,3%

Total 219 100%

Client distribution by service model
Client distribution by key population group (1/2024 – 12/2024)

80.6%

1%
1.1%

3.9%
9%

4.1%
MSM

Transgender people

PWID

Sex workers

Sero-discordant couples

Others

Client distribution by age and gender (1/2023 – 12/2024)



PrEP Vietnam has 
exceeded planned 
national targets 
and become to lead 
in Asia area about 
PrEP uptake in 
2023.

Resource: WHO



- The price of the service package is still high

- Difficulty in accessing screening, diagnosis and treatment of STIs

- Limited locations for implementation (31/63 provinces and cities - 

equivalent to 15/34 current provinces)

- What forms of demand-generation communication are appropriate for the target 

population?

- Reach out to adolescent and young people groups, especially under 15 years old

- Dropout rate is still high

ARV availability, prices and procurement capacity

Aid sources cut down,  especially for PrEP activities

Reaching target population and maintaining treatment adherence

Providing services

Finance and ARV supply for PrEP

Challenges toward PrEP sustainability



Lessons Learned

1. Political commitment from GVN authorities from central to local levels.

2. Institutionalize technical guidance and roll out at all levels:

• Development of policy for PrEP, National guidelines and SOP for PrEP.

• Diversity of models on PrEP suitable to key population. 

• Integration between Mobile and mobile/web-based HIV testing.

• Apply digital conversion for management PrEP program (HMED software)

3. KP and CBO engagement in policy development and implementation.

4. National response to maintain PrEP service during Covid-19 outbreaks

5. Maximize international support for implementing of PrEP services.

6. Mobilize private health sector, including KP led in participation in PrEP services 

delivery, integrate into primary health care.



Injectable PrEP

1. In 2024-2025, with support from the US.CDC, VAAC (VADP 

currently) has developed a pilot protocol for CAB-LA in 

several provinces/cities, which has been approved by 

MOH. However, the pilot hasn't started yet because 

PEPFAR stops supply the CAB-LA drugs.

2. Currently, injectable PrEP drugs are not available on 

National guidelines. Now we are updating the National 

guideline, accordingly CAB-LA and LEN-PrEP has already 

been included by VADP in the draft, but we need to 

endorsed by the appraisal committee and wait for MOH’s 

final decision on that.

3. The Global Fund is expected to support LEN-PrEP, VADP will 

implementing the necessary work to include injectable 

drugs in the PrEP program in Vietnam.

Types of PrEP

Drug regimen and 

active ingredient 

name

Mechanism 

of action

Adverse 

effects and 

toxicity

Drug 

interactions

Long-acting 

injectable 

type

Cabotegravir 

(CAB)

Lenacapavir 

(LEN)



THANK YOU!
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