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OVERVIEW OF PRESENTATION

e Global snapshot - drug policy, incarceration, death
penalty for drug related offences

e Muslim majority country - Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation country (OIC)

e Malaysia - legal reform;opportunities and challenges

e Islamic principles that support human-rights, evidence
informed approach to drug policy
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Global Snapshot

DRUG LAWS AND MASS INCARCERATION: THE NUMBERS BEHIND THE CRISIS

19% | Europe overall

27% | Norway
Drug offenses are the main offense, .
ahead of theft, homicide, sexual 16% | England & Wales % 43% | Latvia
offenses, robbery, assault, and battery. 24% | Sweden

Azerbaijan

27% | Denmark
20% | United States 51% [Belgium
54% | Cambodia
28% | Brazil 32% Italy Prison population has doubled from
Harsher drug laws, introduced in 2006, ) 21,900(2016)to 39,000 (2022) due
i : : 79% | Thailand h )< anti-d :
led to prison population doubling to 32% | Turkey to the governments anti-drug campaign.
over 811,000 people. The number of Prison capacity is operating at 350%.

people incarcerated for drug offenses
tripled between 2006 and 2012.
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GLOBAL

Global Snapshot - Prison
Overcrowding

Cauntnes where the prison
systerm s overcrowded
(operating at > 100%=150%
of prison capacity)

¥

Countries where the prisan
system s not avercrowded
(operating at 100% or lower
than pnson capacity)

Countnes where the prison
system is severely
overcrowded (operating at
=150% of prnison capacity)

» Based on data from 1871 countnes (47 lam Alnca, 44 Tram the Amencas,
3Z from Asia, &7 from Europe, 12 from Oceana)
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OIC Prison Population

Top Prison Populations in Selected OIC Countries
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Death Penalty for Drug ?i‘f R POLY
Related Offences

PERCENTAGE OF KNOWN GLOBAL EXECUTIONS COMMITTED FOR DRUG
OFFENCES (2016-2025)
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OIC Death Penalty Status

Death Penalty Status Distribution
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Malaysia: Legal Reform

e Abolishment of the mandatory death
penalty

e The revision of Drug Dependants Act 1983
(r 2024)

e [he formation of the National Task Force
on Decriminalisation

e The move to set up pilot program on
diversion
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Malaysia: Remaining Fﬁ a»,"!iﬁﬁ'u‘é".?(?{?é‘v"”
Challenges

e Total abolishment of death penalty

e The revision of Drug Dependants Act 1983
(r 2024) - still punitive in nature for repeat
offences

e Competing drug laws - Dangerous Drug
Act 1952

e Religious and moral arguments are still
favoured/used as evidence to inform drug
policy that retains its prohibitionist
principles
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Rahmah — Mercy and w al;!i BRUCPOLY
Compassion

A humane response to those affected by
drug dependence

- Islam places mercy at the heart of dealing with
numan suffering.

« People experiencing addiction should be met
with care, treatment, and support.

- Compassion reduces stigma and encourages
recovery.

- A humane drug policy reflects the Islamic value
of protecting people from further harm.
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Karamah Insaniyyah—
Human Dignity

Every person retains dignity

- Islam recognises the inherent dignity of
every human being.

« A person who uses drugs does not lose their
worth or humanity.

- Policies should avoid humiliation, exclusion,
and unnecessary punishment.

- Respecting dié;nity supports reintegration
into family and society.
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Magasid Syariah — Higher w ',l;!i SRUCPOLIY
Objectives of the Law

Protecting what matters most

. Id-lifzt ﬁI-Nafs (Protection of Life): prevent overdose and avoidable
eaths

 Hifz al-‘Aqgl (Protection of Mind): treat addiction and restore mental
wellbeing

 Hifz al-Nasl (Protection of Family): strengthen families and protect
children

. Hifzt al-Mal (Protection of Wealth): reduce wasteful incarceration
costs

 Hifz al-Din fProtection of Faith): create pathways for repentance
and renewa

Treatment, recovery, and harm reduction support these higher
objectives.
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Maslahah —Public Interest w al;!iﬁﬁﬂé"'éél?c"v"“
and Common Good

Policies should be guided by benefit and
evidence

- Islamic governance values policies that bring
benefit and reduce harm.

- Drug-related offences may fall under Ta'zir
(discretionary measures by the state).

« This allows authorities to choose responses based
on Maslahah (public interest).

Such responses may include:

1. Diversion to treatment

2.  Community rehabilitation

3. Medical and psychosocial support
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Taubah & Islah —
Repentance and Reform

Recovery and second chances

-Islam always leaves the door open for
repentance and positive change.

- People should have pathways back to
health, family, and society.

- Rehabilitation is stronger than permanent
exclusion.

Drug policy should create opportunities for
recovery and reintegration.
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